
LIBERATION OF HOLLAND & BELGIUM
Frankfurt – Mainz – Cologne – Ghent – Vimy – Ypres – Adegem – Leopold Canal –  
Middelburg – Bergen op Zoom – Antwerp – Holten – Arnhem – Katwijk – Otterlo –  

Groesbeek – Reichswald – Apeldoorn – Rotterdam – Amsterdam 

April 27 – May 10, 2022 (14 days)

Highlights: 

• See most of the great historical locations of two world wars, and follow in the footsteps of our Canadian veterans 
through Belgium and Holland, plus a visit to Vimy Ridge, accompanied by a military historian. 

• Celebrate the much-anticipated 75+2 anniversary of VE Day, one of the most historic moments of our time, in Holland. 

• Visit the war cemeteries of Tyne Cot, Langemark, Adegem, Bergen op Zoom, Holten, Otterlo, Groesbeek and Reichswald. 

• Explore the beautiful cities of Cologne, Ghent, Antwerp, Arnhem, Rotterdam and Amsterdam, and discover the  
magnificent Keukenhof Gardens, one of the largest flower gardens in the world. 
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ITINERARY

the Missing. Continue to the German Cemetery at Langemark 

(44,000 graves), the St. Julien Canadian Monument with 

Vancouver Corner, and John McCrae’s field station. Discover the 

impressive Passchendaele Museum. After an early dinner in  

Ypres, join the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. Return  

to Ghent. (B,D) 

Day 5 / Sun, May 1:  GHENT – ADEGEM – LEOPOLD CANAL – GHENT  

Morning city tour of the historic town of Ghent, followed by time 

for lunch.  

Drive to the Canadian Cemetery at Adegem, visit the Canadian 

Museum at Maldegem and explore the Leopold Canal area, before 

returning to Ghent for dinner. (B,D) 

Day 6 / Mon, May 2:  GHENT – SCHELDT ESTUARY – ANTWERP – GHENT  

Today cover the route of the Canadian Second Division through 

the Scheldt Estuary, an interesting region which was partly 

flooded during the war. In Holland, stop in Middelburg, whose 

historic centre was heavily damaged by German bombers in 1940. 

Then drive to the Bergen op Zoom Canadian War Cemetery.   

Return via Antwerp and stop at Fort Bredonk, built in 1906 and 

later used as a Nazi prison camp. Dinner in Ghent. (B,D) 

Day 7 / Tue, May 3:  GHENT – HOLTEN – ARNHEM  

Early departure for Holland. Take part in the very special 

commemoration ceremonies at Holten Canadian War Cemetery. 

Holten has a long-standing tradition of honouring the special 

contributions of Canadians in the fight to liberate the country 

and it is a profound experience to travel to the cemetery. In the 

afternoon proceed to Arnhem, your home base for the next  

week. (B,D) 

Day 1 / Wed, Apr 27:  DEPART CANADA  

Depart for Germany.  

Day 2 / Thu, Apr 28:  ARRIVE FRANKFURT – MAINZ

After arrival in Frankfurt, transfer to your hotel in the nearby 

Rhine Valley. Those arriving in the morning will be transferred to 

the centre of Mainz, known for its old town with half-timbered 

houses and medieval market squares, and visit the Gutenberg 
Museum. The invention of the printing press in 1439 by Johann 

Gutenberg was one of the most significant inventions for 

mankind, enabling the dissemination of knowledge throughout 

the population and classes. Dinner at the hotel. (D) 

Day 3 / Fri, Apr 29:  MAINZ – COLOGNE – GHENT  

Enjoy a 2.5-hour river cruise, past the castles and vineyards of the 

Rhine between Rüdesheim and Boppard. See the statue of Lorelei, 

a lovely young maiden whose beauty was so bewitching that she 

caused sailors to wreck their ships.   

Proceed to Cologne for a brief visit; the incredible cathedral is the 

largest Gothic church north of the Alps. Continue on to Ghent, 
Belgium. Dinner at a local restaurant. (B,D) 

Day 4 / Sat, Apr 30:  GHENT – VIMY – YPRES – GHENT  

Depart for Vimy Ridge. Visit its tunnels and learn about the battle 

that took place in April 1917 and is such an important milestone in 

Canada’s history at the visitor centre.  

Continue to Ypres, site of WWI’s first gas attacks and home to 

many memorials and cemeteries, indicative of the horrors this 

area saw. Visit Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest Commonwealth 

War Graves Commission cemetery in the world, with 11,965 

graves and a further 33,783 commemorated on the Memorial to 

British 18-pounder field gun battery taking up new positions  
near Boesinghe, Ypres on July 31, 1917 Graslei Ghent © Visit Flanders



Day 8 / Wed, May 4:  ARNHEM – KATWIJK – ARNHEM 

Today join the locals in Katwijk, a seaside town at the mouth of 

the Rhine which once marked the northern border of the Roman 

empire. There will be a parade and wonderful local festivities 

as you celebrate their liberation in 1945. Return to Arnhem for 

dinner. (B,D) 

Day 9 / Thu, May 5:  ARNHEM – OTTERLO – ARNHEM 

Today visit the nearby Airborne Museum, dedicated to the Battle 

of Arnhem. Time at leisure to explore Arnhem, location of the 

famous John Frost Bridge of the movie A Bridge Too Far.   

In the afternoon take a drive to the nearby village of Otterlo. (B,D) 

Day 10 / Fri, May 6:  ARNHEM -GROESBEEK - REICHSWALD - ARNHEM 

Visit the Canadian cemetery at Groesbeek before driving to 

Germany. Explore Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, the largest 

WWII Commonwealth Cemetery. On your return journey, cross  

the Rhine at Rees-Bienen, where the Nova Scotia Highlanders  

of the 3rd Canadian Division crossed in April 1945. Dinner in 

Arnhem. (B,D) 

Day 11 / Sat, May 7:  ARNHEM – AMSTERDAM – ARNHEM 

Full day excursion to Amsterdam. On arrival, embark on a  

canal cruise.   

Afternoon at leisure to further explore the Dutch capital on 

your own. You may wish to visit the Van Gogh’s Museum, the 

Rijksmuseum or Anne Frank’s House. Late afternoon return to 

Arnhem. (B,D) 

Day 12 / Sun, May 8:  ARNHEM – APELDOORN – ARNHEM 

Today join the main parade in honour of the Anniversary of the 

Liberation of Holland in Apeldoorn. Thousands of people line the 

streets to pay tribute to returning veterans, reconfirming the 

special ties that connect Holland and Canada. (B,D)  

Day 13 / Mon, May 9:  ARNHEM – ROTTERDAM – AMSTERDAM 

Depart Arnhem and drive to Rotterdam. Enjoy a cruise of the 

largest seaport in Europe. See Rotterdam's impressive skyline 

with its imposing buildings glide by, and get a unique view of the 

harbour’s shipyards, docks and the hypermodern transshipping of 

thousands of containers.   

This afternoon visit the famous Keukenhof Gardens and 

experience the full glory of tulip fields in bloom. Late afternoon 

arrival in the Amsterdam area. Join fellow travellers for a farewell 

dinner. (B,D)  

Day 14 / Tue, May 10:  DEPART AMSTERDAM – ARRIVE CANADA  

Transfer to Amsterdam Airport Schiphol for your flight(s) home. (B) 

Minor adjustments may need to be made to our 
programme due to the scheduling of local events 
and security arrangements for ceremonies.  

Tulips, Keukenhof GardensArnhem



TOUR COSTS in CAD

Per person, based on twin occupancy: 

From Vancouver $4,990

From Toronto/Montreal $4,790

From Ottawa/Halifax  $4,890 

From Calgary/Edmonton/ $4,990

Saskatoon/Regina/Winnipeg  

Single supplement  $1,400 

Land only (if booking your own flights) $4,190 

INCLUDED
• Return economy airfare  

Canada – Frankfurt; Amsterdam – Canada  

• Accommodation in superior tourist class hotels   

• Meals as per itinerary  
(B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)  

• Private air-conditioned coach transportation  

• Comprehensive sightseeing incl. military historian, 
local guides and admission fees as per itinerary  

• Special events and commemorations 

• Hotel porterage (where available)

• Local taxes and service charges  

• Gratuities for drivers and guides  

NOT INCLUDED
• Air taxes (vary by gateway)  

• Travel insurance  
(please contact our office for a quote)  

• Drinks with meals   

• Items of a personal nature  
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RESERVATION FORM
LIBERATION OF HOLLAND & BELGIUM April 27-May 10, 2022

Please fill out this form in full and mail it with your deposit of $600.00 and travel insurance payment for each traveller. 
Travel insurance is optional but recommended. Please write name(s) exactly as listed in passport (e.g.: William, not ‘Bill’). 

TRAVELLER #1 TRAVELLER #2

Mr/Mrs/Ms  First name Mr/Mrs/Ms  First name

Middle name(s) Middle name(s)

Last name Last name

Date of birth:  dd/mmm/yyyy Date of birth:  dd/mmm/yyyy

City + country of birth:  City + country of birth: 

Passport #: Passport #: 

Passport expiry date:  dd/mmm/yyyy Passport expiry date:  dd/mmm/yyyy

Passport issuing country: Passport issuing country: 

Preferred first name (for name tag): Preferred first name (for name tag): 

ADDRESS

Street: 

City:  Province/State: 

Postal code:  Country: 

Cell #:  Home #: 

Email: 

Accommodation:    Single    Double    Twin     Sharing with: 

Seating preference on aircraft:     Aisle     Window

Special dietary meal request:  (where available)

Next of kin (in case of emergency):      Phone #: 

TRAVEL INSURANCE (to be purchased at time of deposit)

  All Inclusive     Trip Cancellation    Declined

Amount of premium (see next page): $ ..................

PAYMENT

  Please make cheques payable to:  SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street
Vancouver, BC  V5V 3R6  Canada
Tel: 604-291-1332 or 1800-665-0998

  Visa / MasterCard / American Express (a 2% service fee applies to payments made by credit card)

Card #: 

Expiry date: 

Name on card: 

Amount to be charged:  $ ..................

I acknowledge that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions outlined in the brochure. 

SIGNATURE:   Date: Ypres © Thierry Caignie-Westtoer



RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT:
$600 pp deposit due at time of booking
2nd installment of $600 pp due by November 27, 2021
Balance due by February 27, 2022
*** Due to the current COVID-19 crisis, please check with our office for the 
most up-to-date payment schedule. ***
Tour documents will be sent to you approximately 14 days prior to your trip 
departure, provided full payment has been received. 

TOUR PRICES:
All tour prices for land arrangements are based on rates effective at the 
time of printing and are expected to be in effect at the time of departure. 
Should these rates change, it may be necessary to surcharge the price 
of your vacation. Should the tour price increase by more than 10%, the 
passenger shall have the right to cancel within seven days of notification 
without penalty. 

CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS:
Notice of cancellation must be made in writing. The effective cancellation 
date is the date when written notification is received by Special Travel Inter-
national (hereafter called STI). Deposits are non-refundable. The following 
scale of charges will apply when cancellation is received prior to departure: 
Until Nov 26, 2021  $600
Nov 27, 2021 – Feb 26, 2022  $1,200
From Feb 27, 2022 100%
*** Due to the current COVID-19 crisis, please check with our office for the 
most up-to-date cancellation and refund policy. ***
NB: different payment/cancellation policies apply to airline tickets;  
you will be advised at time of booking. 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS:
It is entirely the passenger’s responsibility to possess whatever documents 
and visas are required by the law of the countries visited on the tour. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE:
STI strongly recommends that each tour participant has health,  
cancellation, interruption, accident and baggage insurance for the  
duration of his/her travel. 

RESPONSIBILTY AND LIABILITY:
STI acts only as an agent in securing all services related to the tours 
described in this brochure, including transportation, sightseeing and 
accommodation. STI shall not be responsible or liable for any loss, cost, 
damage, injury, delay or expense arising from the use of any conveyance, 
accommodation or service or from acts of God, strikes, weather,  
quarantine, accidents, sickness, government regulations, insufficient  
documents and any loss expense resulting from the above contingencies 
shall be borne by the tour member. In the event it becomes necessary  
or advisable for the comfort of the passenger, or for any reason  
whatsoever, to alter the itinerary or arrangements, such alterations may 
be made without penalty to the operators. Additional expense, if any, shall 
be borne by the passenger. The right is reserved to withdraw any or all 
tours should conditions warrant, and also to decline to accept or retain 
any passenger as a member of the tour. In such instances, full or equitable 
amounts will be refunded.

AIRLINE RESPONSIBILITY:
Any air carrier providing transportation in connection with these tours is 
not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time 
the passenger is not on board its planes or conveyances. The passenger 
contract in use by the airlines concerned, when issued, shall constitute the 
sole contract between the airline and the purchase of these tours and/or 
passenger. Similar responsibility as noted applies to all types of carriers, 
including car rental companies.

FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW
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